
NOTES FROM STEP MEETING 26 February 2007 
February 26, 2007, 7-9 PM 
At Visiting Nurse Assisted Living Center 251 Lowell Street 
 
Attendees: Ellin Reisner, Wig Zamore, Karen Molloy, Steve Mulder, Kristie Chase, Ken Krause, 
Bernard Cahill, Stephen Winslow, Laurence Paolella, Patti Davis, Joe Beckmann 
 
Notes by Karen Molloy 
 

1. MPO Regional Transportation Plan (RTP) Discussion and Planning for 
Outreach during comment period 

Wig reported that the new MPO RTP has been released for public comment. The 
comment period for this 20 Year Plan is 26 Feb to 27 March (3pm).  
The RTP can be downloaded by Chapter from: 
http://www.ctps.org/bostonmpo/whatnew.htm  
Comments are accepted to the attention of Transportation Secretary Bernard Cohen, 
MPO Chairman, by U.S. mail to 10 Park Plaza, Suite 2150, Boston, MA, 02116-
3968, by fax to (617) 973-8855, or by e-mail to publicinformation@bostonmpo.org. 
Comments will be considered by the Transportation Planning and Programming 
Committee, which is scheduled to meet March 29 to recommend a final version for 
MPO approval and submittal to the Federal Highway Administration and the Federal 
Transit Administration. 
 
Wig noted that the Plan lists the old SIP projects: not the revised SIP implementation 
plan (which has been sent to the EPA but is not federally registered yet). Projects in 
this RTP are: Silver Line Phase 3 connecting Roxbury, Urban Ring Phase 2, Orange 
Line station at Assembly Sq, SIP Projects, New Bedford Commuter Rail, Blue Line 
Extension to Lynn. 
 
The RTP is supposed to be focusing on relieving air pollution; but the MPO modeling 
is not accurate. As well, the MPO is supposed to be doing an EJ study. 

We need to put some recommendations of talking points on the STEP listserv for 
folks commenting on the RTP. 
 

2. Green Line Updates 

New development regarding the Community Path extension next to MaxPak 
Steve Winslow reported that the Covenant that KSS has worked out with the MaxPak 
neighborhood, which includes an agreement for the trucks used during MaxPak 
construction to use the ROW from Des to Lowell for access to the site during 
demolition and until the new ramp from Lowell St is built. This would be for about 
18 months, after which construction access would be via Lowell St. (Neighbors on 



Warwick and Princeton wanted this agreement to ensure that that construction 
vehicles and materials hauling would not be going thru their tiny neighborhood. It’s 
not clear how residents in the affected area feel about the matter, or whether they 
were consulted. The Somerville Bike Committee, Friends of the Community Path 
were concerned about the lack of communication on this issue outside the neighbors 
that Frank Russo represents. If the developer needs to essentially build an access road 
on the proposed path extension (with gravel etc), why not tear up the ties while they 
are at it? The timing of this is troubling in that it could conflict with when this 
(federally funded) area of the Community Path extension is supposed to break 
ground. Worst case scenario is the development project could be stalled, and interfere 
not only with the Community Path but with the construction of the nearby new Green 
Line Extension. KSS has agreed to not interfere with the building of the Community 
Path, but this all needs to be spelled out. There is a public hearing on Thurs. night at 
City Hall before the Panning Board regarding MaxPak at 6pm, when citizens will be 
given an opportunity to comment on the covenant. 

Working with Green Line Advocates from Medford and Cambridge 
Ken Krause reported that on 10 Feb the MGNA (Medford Green Line Alliance) 
hosted a meeting with STEP and the East Cambridge Neighborhood Association to 
understand the issues facing each others communities regarding the proposed Green 
Line Extension and see how we could collaborate over common issues, and find ways 
to help each other; whatever happens in each of these communities related to the 
Green Line, affects the other communities. Several of us from STPE were there. We 
have formed an email list comprised of members fro the 3 organizations who attended 
the meeting.  
 
One issue of considerable urgency is the new Lechmere station, which is being 
planned in a hurry at a new location without public process, to the benefit of the new 
North Point community at the expense of the rest of East Cambridge, which will be 
hugely inconvenienced and impacted by this new location. To compound the matter, 
situating Lechmere station across from McGrath impacts the proposed rail spur to 
Union Sq. 
 
The 2nd half of the meeting focused on discussion of where the new Ball Sq and Rte 
16 Green Line stations might be located (included an interesting idea by Joe Lynch to 
locate the Ball Sq. station at the DPW yard). 
 

3. Grant proposal submissions  

Ellin is writing a grant proposal to submit to Patrick Inauguration Grant for Civil 
Engagement, due on 1 March. (As we’re not yet 501c3, we’ll apply thru 
Groundworks.) This grant money is left over form the Patrick inauguration. We’ll ask 
for 425K, in which 50-7K we’d use for capacity building among STEP, MGNA, E 
Cambridge (for mailings, translations etc.) The rest we’d earmark to hire someone to 
extract, edit the research & data that comes thru on air quality and other pertinent 



matters and shape the material in a layperson’s language with talking points etc into a 
periodic online newsletter to disseminate to interested residents in the 3 communities. 
Out outreach efforts need to provide more basic understanding of some complex 
publish health and land use issues, so that when people attend meetings, write 
comments to MPO planning documents, people will have sufficient background.  

We badly need to earmark some money to hire a grant writer. Other grant 
opportunities are out there. For example there are EPA grants (which require a great 
deal of work), and the Surdna Foundation grant, which applies to nonprofit 
organizations in the areas of environment, community revitalization, effective 
citizenry, and so on. Ellin will draft a grant proposal for the Surdna Foundation grant. 
 

4. Green Line Art Exhibits – Update on STEP display 
 
Karen reported that last Friday STEP was offered space at Brickbottom, to show our 
Green Line info in the small gallery off the regular/larger gallery. (We have been 
planning to have the display at SCAT, in the conference room.) We don't yet have 
dimensions or the dates we can hang the display (Karen is waiting for a callback from 
Debra Olin who is the gallery coordinator). This offer ties in our information display 
with the Green Line exhibits very well and is a nice opportunity for us. We can have 
Bob's video running in there. The Brickbottom show is up from 30 March thru SOS 
weekend; it ends 6 May. The opening reception will be held on 1 April, 4-6 pm. The 
Green Line show will likely be hung sometime between 25-29 March. The gallery 
hours are Thur-Sat: 12-5pm and by appointment.   
 
STEP will display:  
- Map of proposed stations, (Mark Ostrander is updating it) which is 3 ft wide 
- Timeline, which is 8 ft long 
- Bob Nesson’s Off-track video 
- Air quality graphic (Karen supplied Steve with PDF to enlarge and print out in 
bigger dimensions.) 
- STEP brochure; Karen will get reprinted [50 copies] 
 
If we have room, perhaps we can show map of old rail routes and/or proposed Green 
Line of 1949. Karen will send scans to Steve.  
 
Wig suggested high-res GIS aerial views of the proposed Green line routes. Unclear 
whether we have the resources for that, however. 
 
Jim offered to get green electroluminescent tubing (glows green) once we know the 
square footage and what the outlet situation is in the gallery. 



5. Green Fair following Somerville Clean-Up 28 April at the Growing Center 

Ellin reported that Groundworks is sponsoring a Green Fair at the site of the barbeque 
following the annual Clean-Up and has asked STEP to participate. It would take place 
from 12-2pm; approximately 100-200 people have attended post-Clean-Up festivities 
in the past. We could display a copy of the map (the map would also be shown in the 
exhibit at Brickbottom at this time), some brochures, and the air quality handout. 

 
6. Urban Ring Update  

 
Joe Beckmann reported that Phase 2 is BRT; there are 4 alternatives under 
consideration, 2 of which go to Harvard and connect with the Red Line, 1 goes thru 
Somerville. The purpose of the Urban Rig is to get people to their jobs. The CT2 is a 
precursor to the Urban Ring; it has a good route for commuting, but only runs during 
commuter hours, it does not run at night or on weekends.  Phase 3 of the Urban Ring 
will be real rapid transit. 
 

7. Two upcoming STEP presentations 
 
On Thursday, Ellin will present to residents of the VNA an overview of the Green 
Line Extension project. On 8 March, she will give another Green Line presentation at 
UMass Amherst, at a career night for transportation engineering students. 

 
 
Next STEP meeting: 19 March 7pm location TBA 
 
 


