
Green Line Extension. The current GLX 
project plan for six new stations and the relocation 
of Lechmere Station includes concept designs for 
at-grade boardings and open-air stations with cano-
pies and benches of the type currently used at other 
outdoor Green Line stops. All stations will have bike 
storage and be ADA-compliant. The project includes 
building the Community Path Extension (see below), 
the procurement of 24 new light rail vehicles, and 
the building of a vehicle maintenance facility. The 
Federal Transit Administration (FTA) has granted 
$996 million to partially fund the $2.3 billion project. 
Also funding the project are municipal contributions 
required by MassDOT: $50 million from Somerville 
and $25 million from Cambridge. Currently, the 
design is approximately 15% complete; design and 
construction will continue in tandem. The GLX is 
scheduled to be operational in December 2021.  
 

Pre-construction work, such as vegetation clear-
ing and utility relocation along the right of way, is 
in progress. Heavy construction will begin this fall. 
Also beginning this fall is the one-year closure of 
the Broadway Bridge at Ball Sq., which connects 
Ball and Magoun Sqs. It’s the first of multiple bridge 
closures planned over the next couple of years to 
permit the addition of two GLX tracks. 
Community Path. MassDOT/MBTA is designing 
and constructing the full multi-use Path extension 
along the GLX corridor, connecting four stations 
from Magoun Sq. station to Cambridge Crossing, 
(previously known as NorthPoint) and Lechmere 
Station. The fully off-road Path extension will 
connect the Minuteman and Charles River paths, 
linking a network of approximately 48 miles of con-
tinuous bike/pedestrian path, connecting 11 Boston 
area cities and towns, and creating the eastern six 
miles of the 104-mile Mass Central Rail Trail. The 
extension is expected to be completed in late 2021 
with the GLX project.

Mystic River Watershed. Several projects 
are in the planning stages along the Mystic River 
in Somerville to improve the greenspaces and 
build missing bike/ped connections. These projects 
include renovating the Blessing of the Bay and  
Draw 7 parks and building a bike/ped bridge across 
the river. The bridge, proposed by DCR, would

connect Somerville and Charlestown at Draw 7 Park 
with Everett at the site of the new casino. (In Everett, 
the bridge would also connect with the Northern 
Strand Trail.) DCR also plans to build a bike/ped path 
on the soon-to-be built resiliency embankment at the 
MBTA Charlestown Bus Yard between Draw 7 Park 
and Sullivan Station.

Protecting Populations Affected by 
Traffic Pollutants. Somerville Transportation 
Equity Partnership (STEP), the City of Somerville, 
and the Chinese Progressive Association in partner-
ship with Tufts University Schools of Medicine and 
Engineering, have conducted research for over 10 
years on health impacts of transportation pollution, 
and ways to reduce exposure. These efforts are 
known as the Community Assessment of Freeway 
Exposure and Health (CAFEH) studies. Using knowl-
edge gained from these studies, STEP is working 
with these partners, local community groups like 
the Welcome Project, and the Metropolitan Area 
Planning Council (MAPC) on a project to protect the 
health of residents living near highways in Somerville 
and Chinatown. The goal is to impact the siting and 
design of housing, schools, open space, and sound 
walls near highways to reduce air and noise pollu-
tion exposures with practical, realistic solutions. With 
the City of Somerville, the team is working on local 
measures and real-estate project reviews to encour-
age protective air filtration in new construction and 
in substantial renovations very close to high-traffic 
roadways. These projects have been funded by the 
National Institutes of Health, US EPA, US HUD, and 
The Kresge Foundation. 
McGrath Boulevard. Plans to remove the 
McCarthy Overpass on Route 28 (McGrath Highway 
over Washington St.) and turn McGrath into a street-
level multi-modal boulevard will connect Union Sq. 
with East Somerville and Inner Belt, and will make 
the route safer and more accessible for pedestrians, 
cyclists, and drivers. The current concept, designed 
by the McGrath Boulevard Project Development team 
in coordination with project’s working group, is at a 
preliminary stage. The conceptual design provides a 
multi-modal boulevard with bike/ped networks and a 
primarily 4-lane vehicle cross section with 6 lanes at 
key intersections. 
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