
Green Line Extension. The scaled-back GLX 
project plan for six new stations and the reloca-
tion of Lechmere Station includes concept designs 
for at-grade boardings and open-air stations of 
the type currently used at other outdoor Green 
Line stops. All stations will have bike storage and 
be ADA-compliant. In 2015, the Federal Transit 
Administration (FTA) granted $996 million to par-
tially fund the GLX; recently the agency announced 
it has approved the scaled-back project cost esti-
mate of $2.3 billion to release those funds. As a 
result of MassDOT requiring municipal contribu-
tions to the project, Somerville has committed $50 
million, and Cambridge $25 million. MassDOT/
MBTA has put together a new GLX project manage-
ment team and selected three finalists to respond to 
the GLX design/build contract RPF by September 
28. If all goes well with an awarded design/build 
contract in late November, detailed design of the 
GLX would proceed, and construction would start 
in Summer 2018. Project completion is estimated 
to be in December 2021. Early supportive excava-
tion/construction work is underway right now on the 
MBTA rail right-of-way in the vicinities of Tufts and 
Brickbottom/Grand Junction, including soil excava-
tion, trenching, and pile installation. 

Community Path. The conceptual plan of the 
scaled-back GLX project has cut out the critical final 
½ mile segment of the planned Community Path 
extension and eliminates 3 neighborhood street 
connections. MassDOT/MBTA will design and con-
struct the multi-use Path along the GLX corridor 
from Lowell St. but only to Washington St., not all 
the way to NorthPoint in Cambridge as originally 
planned. The Friends of the Community Path and 
the City are seeking to have this critical missing off-
street link built. The Friends of the Community Path 
have submitted to City and State officials alternative 
conceptual plans to complete the Path extension off-
road all the way to NorthPoint within budget. Such 
a fully off-road Path would connect the Minuteman 
and Charles River paths, linking a network of 
approximately 48 miles of continuous bike/ped path, 
connecting 11 Boston area cities and towns, and 
creating the eastern 6 miles of the 104-mile Mass 
Central Rail Trail.

Initiative to Change Policy Related 
to Populations Affected by Traffic 
Pollutants. Somerville Transportation Equity 
Partnership (STEP), the City of Somerville, and 
the Chinese Progressive Association in partner-
ship with Tufts University Schools of Medicine and 
Engineering, have conducted research for over 10 
years to determine the heath impact of traffic pollu-
tion and ways to reduce exposure on the Community 
Assessment of Freeway Exposure and Health 
(CAFEH) studies (http://sites.tufts.edu/cafeh/). STEP 
has also collaborated with the Boston Public Health 
Commission, and Metropolitan Area Planning Council 
(MAPC) on a 4-year project to protect the health of 
people living near highways in Somerville and Boston 
using knowledge gained from the CAFEH study to 
impact the siting and design of housing, schools, and 
open space near highways to reduce pollution expo-
sure with practical, realistic solutions. Working with 
the City of Somerville, the team has prepared a draft 
ordinance to require protective air filtration in new 
construction and larger renovations on high-traffic 
roadways. A longer-term goal is to broaden this effort 
regionally. The project was funded by The Kresge 
Foundation. 

McGrath Boulevard Project. Removing the 
McCarthy Overpass on Route 28 (McGrath Highway 
over Washington St.) and turning McGrath into a 
street-level multi-modal boulevard will connect Union 
Sq. with East Somerville and Inner Belt, and make 
the route safer and more accessible for pedestrians, 
cyclists, and drivers.
The current concept, designed by the McGrath 
Boulevard Project Development team in coordination 
with the project’s working group (composed of local 
residents, business owners, transportation and green 
space advocates, and representatives of local, state, 
and federal governments), is at a preliminary stage. 
The conceptual design provides a multi-modal bou-
levard with bike/ped networks and a primarily 4-lane 
vehicle cross section with 6 lanes at key intersec-
tions. During the past year, the McGrath project team 
has continued project development reviews within 
MassDOT and refined the design and analyses. Next 
year the conceptual design will be presented to the 
public and will advance to the preliminary design 
stage. 
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