
Green Line Extension. Phase I of Green Line 
Extension (GLX) construction is underway with 
work on the Medford St. (Somerville) and Harvard 
St. (Medford) rail bridges, and the demolition of 
an MBTA building at 21 Water St. near Lechmere. 
With a project design team led by HDR/Gilbane and 
AECOM, the MBTA held several public meetings 
in the community in June to present GLX station 
design refinements based on previous community 
feedback. The project is expected to reach 60% 
design by September. The GLX project is in the 
federal “New Starts funding” pipeline – a master list 
of transportation projects across the country under 
consideration for funding by the Federal Transit 
Administration (FTA) but there is no guarantee the 
project will get federal assistance. The FTA needs 
commitment by the state for realistic funding of the 
MBTA for further consideration of federal funding for 
the GLX. Regardless, the state is legally obligated 
to build it. In the current plan, the new stations up to 
College Ave. would open in a phased approach from 
early 2017 through 2019. 

Community Path. Construction of the first 
segment of the Community Path extension, from 
Cedar St. to Lowell St. is underway! This City of 
Somerville project, which broke ground in May, will 
be completed in November with existing funding. 
At this time, full funding for the rest of the Path 
extension from Lowell St. to Lechmere is uncertain. 
Although the design of the remaining Path extension 
is included with the GLX design, its full construction 
is not. So far, only the Path infrastructure shared 
with GLX (such as bridges and retaining walls) and 
two Path segments for T-station access and emer-
gency egress will be built as part of the GLX. Ideally, 
the rest of the Path would be constructed with the 
GLX to connect with four of the new stations. STEP 
is working with community groups (such as Friends 
of the Community Path) and the City of Somerville 
to advocate for full Path funding as part of the GLX. 

Orange Line. Construction is underway for the 
new Assembly Sq. T station! Significant reconstruc-
tion of track infrastructure, rail, and signal work, has 
been completed to accommodate the new station’s 
platforms. Concrete pile installation to support the 
tracks and platforms is ongoing during weekend 
diversions between Oak Grove and Sullivan Sq. sta-
tions. There will be a shared-use path adjacent to

the Orange Line that will connect to Lombardi Way, 
running along the Orange Line tracks and ending 
near the Sullivan Sq. station. This project is a public/
private partnership between the FTA, Federal Realty 
Investment Trust, and the MBTA. The new T station 
is projected to be operational by autumn 2014.

Initiative to Change Policy Related 
to Populations Affected by Traffic 
Pollutants. Tufts University, STEP, the City of 
Somerville, the Chinese Progressive Association, 
MAPC, and the Boston Public Health Commission 
are collaborating on a three-year project that started 
on June 1st. The project’s goal is to protect the 
health of people living near highways in Somerville 
and Boston’s Chinatown, with tangible outcomes par-
ticularly for the disadvantaged populations who often 
are most affected by traffic pollutants. In Somerville 
the team will work on adoption of new municipal 
policy on housing and land use to reduce exposure 
to near-highway pollution. In Chinatown the goal is to 
impact new land use to reduce residents’ exposure 
to traffic pollution. This project is funded by a grant 
of $750,000 from The Kresge Foundation, with addi-
tional funding from other sources. Building on the 
data collected on mobile pollution and cardiac health 
in both communities in the Community Assessment 
of Freeway Exposure and Health (CAFEH) study, 
this effort is a natural progression from the CAFEH 
study findings, which can inform policymakers about 
approaches to reduce the risks of locating new 
housing, schools, or playgrounds next to highways. 

Removing the Overpass on McGrath 
Highway. Removing the McCarthy Overpass on 
Route 28 (McGrath Highway over Washington St.) 
and turning it into a street level boulevard would 
connect Union Sq. with East Somerville and Inner 
Belt, and would make the route safer and more 
accessible for pedestrians, cyclists, and drivers. 
Results of a study by MassDOT, presented to the 
public on May 15th, recommended the de-elevation 
of the overpass.  MassDOT’s presentation included a 
preferred alternative design concept, but no detailed 
plan or timeline has yet been announced. MassDOT 
is currently repairing the overpass to make it opera-
tional for another 15 years. The City of Somerville 
and various community groups are exploring ways to 
accelerate the removal of the overpass.
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